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Bradford Holmes House
32 Surplus Street

In 1820, Bradford lHolmes,
a block maker by trade, pur-
chased from Ahira
Wadsworth, a Duxbury mer-
chant, a parccl of fand on the
north side of what is now
known as Surplus Street. e
paid $200 for the 1 1/2 acres,
which included a cart way
right to the shore. We also
know from property deeds
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Bartlett, The couple would be
blessed with many children.
Their son Bathsheba was bomn
in 1803, then Bradford in’
1805, Betsey B. in 1807,
George B. in 1809, Rufus B.
in 1811, Juliain 1813, Ellis in
1816 and their last child, Hen-
ty in 1820. It scems incredible
now o imagine so miny peo-
ple living in this quaint Capc
on Surplus Strect.

Misfortune hit home for

"that Holmes maintained a
; werkshop on his property.
Holmes® story, however,
begins cven carlicr when in
1802 he married Betsy

The lra:llord Holmas Housn al 32 Surplus sueal
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the couple, however, in 1814
when  their  eldest  son
Bathsheba died al age 1.
Then they lost their baby Ellis
before he reached his first
birthday. In 1824 their daugh-
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ter Julia would also pass away,
lcaving the young couple with
five of their cight children,

Betscy and Bradford lived
through these tragedics, llind-
ing other events 1o rejoice in
such as the marriage of their
daughicr Betsey B. to Major
Joseph Thomas, Thomas was
a veteran of the Mexican War,
Holmes purchased a lot not
far from his property for the
young couple to build their
new home. e retained own-
crship of land, and Thomas
built for his ncw bride i beau-
tilul cape home now located
at 14 Surplus Streel,

Their son George B. would
marry Caroline S. Soule in
1832, and young Rufus would
marry a Winsor in 1847,

Tragedy befell the family
again though in 1836 when
Holmes® wilc Betsy dicd. She
was only thirty-four. Holmes
remarried three years later to
Nancy Houstings, who never
had chiklren with Bradford
but raised Betsy's children as
her own,

As Duxbury's shipbuilding
industry began to decline, so
too did Holmes’ prosperity.
The need for block nakers
davindlled, and Hobmes o
himself bankrupt. 1t may
have been the end of Holmes®
ownership in the property had
his son Rufus not had the
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man, age 45; and Ruby Graves, age 27. Pholo faken in 1899. i

Rufus wanted to lend the
moncy to his dad, but Brad-
ford Holmes™ “insisted that
wiis o way to do business,
cven with a parent, and gave 3
mortgage™ to his son in return
for the moncy, documented
Ruby Graves, the grand-
daughter of Ruflus.

Bradford  and  Nancy

Rufus Holmes
Photo couriesy of Box Richsrdls

remained in the house after
Ihis  business  arrangement
with Rulus, When Bradford
passed away in 1859 at the
age of 83, Rufus took owner-
shlp ol' “all propertics of the

ight and 1 ial capa-

™ al for S100.

bilitics to help his father.
Holmes needed $1500 and

His bid along with the note
for $1500 sccured his owner-

- living in
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ship in his parent’s property. |

Rufus® stepmother, Nancy, i
reccived a dower of the cast-
erly half’ of the main house, ‘
beginning af the front gate |
going through the house and
out the casterly door of the
hack porch. She resided in
her half of the house alter her
hushaml’s death.

Rufus had worked as o
cabin boy at about the age of
sixteen, recalled Ruby Giraves !
in 1958, He would spend
much of his life at sca. lis
older  brother,  Bradford,
became a blacksmith, He was
nat as capable or successful as
Rufus and  never married.
Town records show Bradford
the  Almshouse,
Imalul not far from Surplus

! Strect, in 1¥6S.

In 1847, Rufus Holmes
marricd Clara Winsor. e
had been engaged to Clara™s
older sister but she hid passed
away before the wedding nup-
tials. So the young man wait-
cd for the younger sister,
Clarai, 10 goow ap™ and mag-
ricd her when he was 36 and
she was 18 years old, wrote
Ruby Graves. '

The couple had two chil-
dren, Charles Winsor Holmes

continued on page 11
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A Journey Down Surplus Street: Part III

to e then eaterprise, -
Sampson hepta diary of their
days at Port Amgeles and
»owrele to his Fatler back
" Dasbury of how he el
bought 10™ with Holaes and
Wansor nd they had their
s mowhat was to become
Port Angeles. “Sampson's
tather pmzzied over the letter,
uncerban whether the locale
was Botsh or Amenican”™

Rasdus Bially retaried 1o
Duabury i 1865, e had
bevn away lrom has Lonily lo
ten yeats, Chac amd Rutus
sn ed ek 1o Surplis Steees
with their awo  claldien,
Chaddes and Clara who were
sow P7and 11 years okl

At some point in the
IS0, Rutus allowed  the
town to buthl o fischouse for
the sleam engine on part of
s property ncar wheee the
Stetson House iy located on
Bumblebee Lane today. The |
sweeond Heor of the fuchouse

continucd roin pagie one

i PSS aned Clara born i8S

Aceording 10 Giraves,
Rubus and Clara Giest hived in
o house at the carner of Wash-
gton amd Stetson Strect, and
thea moved 1o the family
Bowse o Suphe Strevt
MW hesr Rubus Jelt T thie West
Coat, Clasi moveed bach with
her parents whe bived gust

down the 1oud on the cornes
el Winser and Waislington
Noewe

Rubin” career ab sea g
Prove eveting when m I836,
Das shup was weechod on Pit-
casrn Island, Upon his areval
on e disland, he quickly
hefriended the nateves hiving
there,

“Ehe natives were fabor-
ously mahag a4 bark cloth
called tapa,Gund) were using
crwde wood rollers that were
not durable, so Grandfather
taok picees of sron from the
wieched ship and made them
sl solless toneabe then werk

swas oaed s arndaaee hatl
TWhoe o aew T hoose
was budtnear the Blue Fash
River, Helmes had the old
lechouse naved 1o his house

canter,” descubed Gaanes
The  mtives  were
Pleased withy thewr new iron

S
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The allached barn was once a firg house and dance hall. Il was
moved to the Bradlord Holmes House in 1877.

Proio 2y Drtors 1oty

rollers they gave Rufus a gifi

. . tor a barn where he Kept o ;
of two silver leg bracelats. '

horse and two cows,” noted

“Whe sranctfathe ) o

WI“’": D l(,”mlmll “1- Giraves who wias Five years
i \ 'y T ..
n’""“Lt 0 Juxbury he W g1 when the Firchouse was
those  “heathen  ornaments

moved. (see photo)

Her  prandlsther, Rulus
Holmes spent his latter years
in Duxbury working for a
*gaod friend™ Captain 1).Win-
sor.

Generation after genesa- |
ton continucd 1o hive in this
lovely Cape home on Surplus
Street. Rufus amd Claras
danghter  mareied  Frank
Grives. The couple had 2
daughter named Ruby who
was born on Scplember 7th,
1872, Tragedy struck this
family when two years latter

fishioned into 1wo teasponns
marked RHC for Rufus and
Clara Hodmes.” she added.
This  Duxbury  native,
Rutus Holmes, would fater be
recognized as the first settler
of P'ert Angetes, Washingten,
e would resam at Port
Angeles,  purchasing 2
schooner, the LK., Thormdyke,
amdd setting up a bomestead
with his childhood Iniend,
William W, Winsor.  Both
Holmes and  Winsor  were
reportedly aver six feet Wl a
fiict unusual enough o docu-

bach then. They sl Frank Cirives died at the
ment back then. ey i young age of 23. Clara

decided o start a irzding busi-
ness shipping fresh hahibut 1o
San Francisco and cstablish-
ing a lradc with the Native
Americans for gouds such as
fur, fish and vil.

In 1859, the two men invit-
cd another Duxbury native,
Captain Alcxander Sampson

Holmes became a widow with
a smatl child at the age of ;
hwenty.

She would fater fall in love
with Nahum Cushman, and in
1885 marey him.  Cushman
was a “very kind step-father
1o me,” wrote Ruby Graves in
1958, Tragedy followed again

|

Ctose coull scareely reahize
than he bad reached the ay

. Charles, He would be the one

for the Cape home her gacat-
- grandtather Bind bate tor s

. Chatles a set rontine of kg

s beeamie 8 Duxbury icon of |

~a reony mamed after her at the

© street from Ruby's on Surplus

when only two years into this
marriage, Clagy was grected
by Martin Hanigan, o brahe-
i, who el vun from the
e staton on Soath Station
Street to seport her husband
Nalionn ad been hut afier
Falhing from the tain al the
sttion

“Almost unediaiely he
retned 10 Clay (o say he

wan dead” recalled  Ruby
Graves
Clana never marned agion,

tarstng Ruby on her awn i
the house on Surplus Steeet,
e brother,  Clatles o
“Uinele Clurles™ as he becine
hnown to many in Duxbary,

Fire Station.

A steam lire engine dating to 1905, culrc;lly stored a;lllc Duxbury

DO AN ST WA

would hve nearby on Wash-
inglon Street where he board-
el ab Clara Wandinan™s house,
recalled Bea Richands, o oy
e tesident o Surplus
Sticet who lives across from
the Bradford Holmes House,
He was considered o real
wentleman by the townspeo-
ploe s abilary e P00, was

visits 1o “Miss Raby as she
fondly calfed Bier, as precious
moments s her hile

“AMiss Ruby wonhd let e
play her metal gramophone
an aastrument that held me
spetthound.” wlded Lwvson.

“Ruby wias very much g
Lady bl
thnng about v one” woeallal
Bea Richands

Hoth Lasson and Richands
titked  of Graves® ol
coohing, especiatly e her

Al neser sand o

cutithed, “Dus by s tnibute so
one of ity grand old men " T
lived o oy lite, and even

towards the cad of s years, love

supmes hitchen, whieh was

attichad to the barn at the e

of ahe house on Suplus

Street, Here she baked ovany
deticiaus items for the Uit |
tan Fie, which was abway
“highlight of the samme”
said Lawson.

Ruby G
wonan worked s Boston il |
miel a oum she plamed 1o
waery “Tier wmother Cha dud
nol approve al e man, and
Ao the marenge ooser hap-
pened” sod Richards

C ool
nearly 100 yeuars, fin lus con-
versation was as bright and
cheerful as when we koew
hime many years agn,” weote
Annic 1. Dunham.

Ruby  Graves learned o
greal  deal from Unele

N as @ soung |

1o twach Graves how to care

nly.

“she leaned Trom Uincle

Ruby ovvet mtoed amt

Ve ol the fwuse, bhe one ;
! year having the root checked
and the nest year having the
. chimney brichs pointed up,”

repnnned bving in the hoose
an Surphus Stecet. A beantstul
ol photo shows Ruby with
her mather Clara and Grand-
mother Clara Winsor Holimes.
While Ruby never had |
children of her own, she foved |
and was adored by more ¢l
dren in town, and so it could

Unitaran Church...she was i« ¢ sand she swas a muther 1o
very good person”™ noted Bar- A0y The ncighborhood .
bara Jameson Lawson. children visited Miss Ruby at
During Lawson's child- her home on Surplus Street .
hood she spent her sunuers (?l‘l\:n. Bt was 10t uncommon
in a housc just across the | for Ruby to take walks with
tliemn through the pastures and -

woads that surrounded hee
!

d Bea Richards.

thy  micce  Ruby also

sorts. “She was Joved by the !
entire town, and there is even

Street. She recalled her daily |

hame, and as they walked she
tohd them excitmie stories ot
het geamdbathes Rutus hie
s, o pomted ont CEisciat-
e Bicts about the binds and
flowens™ they came upon

My would  walk
home  from Sumday  sehoal
cach week nd stop o Miss
the
paages i her paper. They waie
always allowed to do s as
lomze as they pun back the
paper - envactly as st had
been. and they ahwavs dul”
senmnhed Richards

One  story - wligh Miss
Ruby always Bhed totell was
how she amd hes bouscheeper,
Mildeed Fratie Tound cases of
preserved rum cherries which
Bicr mether Bad stored ar least
twemy vears carhier m the
attee of the house on Surplus
Street. The two swoshien didin’
dare car them bt anstead
thiew e out i back ol the
. Grases wonld then ald
with sueh evcitemenm “then

R

Raln s teoacwd (I

we Bad wlie happoest digss
e oeaghitiorlioan ™

e was mnportant W Geanes
to have her house reman w
the Galy. Upon her death iy
1973 at the age of 101 years,
she teft the Surplus propesty
1o a distant cousin living in
Plymaouth. Today  thin
cousin’s son resides i and
matains thie hotse of many
geNeralons,

Neat wn onr aeries we well
visit theee howses afl built by
a family whir represenied the
scufarving class of the 1800
as we jenrney down one of
Dusdnery s oldest pothaays

1,
e T
:ﬂ}:::ﬂ::*- bty

The South Ouxbury Station on Soulh Station Streel {c.1900) was the site of Nuhum Cushman’s acci-

denl. .
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